
 

ÅAC Microtec awarded a grant to demonstrate 
groundbreaking technology for space data 

downlink optimization 
 
2017-08-16 ÅAC Microtec AB  

ÅAC Microtec AB (publ.) receives 1.4 million SEK from the Swedish National Space 
Board to continue development of the patent pending Bluestone technology. 
 
 
Bluestone is an image data management technology that addresses the challenges associated with retrieving 
the exponentially growing volumes of data generated by earth observation from space (for example images). 
Today this data represents more than half of all data generated in space. Bluestone optimizes the use of 
bandwidth between the orbiting sensors and the ground by allowing the user to select and retrieve only the 
interesting and most valuable image data.  
 
Bluestone provides a market entry opportunity to the rapidly expanding earth observation payload data 
processing market and consolidates ÅAC Microtec’s presence as a leading provider of space technologies. 
 

- Bluestone has the potential to disrupt earth observation and we are excited to leverage our 
capabilities and heritage in space avionics in this ground breaking technology, says Emil Vinterhav, 
CTO of ÅAC Microtec AB. 

 
- Bluestone is a paradigm shift in the industry, says Mikael Stern, CEO of Spacemetric, making smarter 

use of existing bandwidth to enhance services while reducing costs. 
 
The funding from the Swedish National Space Board enables ÅAC Microtec, together with Spacemetric, to 
develop a pre-commercial Bluestone demonstrator. The demonstrator is an important milestone in 
introducing Bluestone to the satellite market as a product for payload data downlink optimization and is 
planned to be completed during the third quarter of 2018.  
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Please visit: www.aacmicrotec.com or contact: 
 
Acting CEO and CFO Mats Thideman, mats.thideman@aacmicrotec.com, +46 70 556 09 73 
Chairman of the board Rolf Hallencreutz, rolf.hallencreutz@aacmicrotec.com , +46 70 964 21 60  
 
The information in this press release is such that ÅAC Microtec AB (publ) shall announce publicly according to 
the EU Regulation No 596/2014 on market abuse (MAR). The information was submitted for publication, 
through the agency of the contact person set out above, at 15:15 CET on 16 August, 2017. 
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ABOUT ÅAC MICROTEC 
ÅAC Microtec is a supplier of spacecraft avionics, such as onboard computers, mass memory storage and 
power management units. ÅAC's technical competence includes the advanced and robust, fault-tolerant 
microelectronics for critical space applications. The company also markets complete satellites (weight <150 kg) 
in collaboration with other specialized suppliers. 

ÅAC Microtec's shares are traded on Nasdaq First North Stockholm. G&W Brokerage, telephone +46 8 503 000 
50, is the Certified Adviser. 

 
ABOUT SPACEMETRIC 
Spacemetric is a software company streamlining the transformation of raw data from satellite and airborne 
sensors into imagery products ready for analytics. The company delivers affordable, high-performance 
software solutions for all types of geospatial imagery to sensor operators, solution integrators and large users 
of image data in both the civilian and defense sectors. 

 


