
 

  
 

 

IOD-3 Amber ready for first UK satellite launch 
 
2022-10-12 AAC Clyde Space AB (publ) 
AAC Clyde Space’s has shipped the small satellite IOD-3 Amber™ to the launch site Cornwall Spaceport 
where it has been prepared for launch on a Virgin Orbit launch vehicle, the first ever launch from UK soil. 
The launch is planned to take place before year-end. 
 
IOD-3 Amber forms part of the Satellite Applications Catapult’s In-Orbit Demonstration (IOD) programme, 
which supports UK businesses to rapidly develop and launch a satellite data service into orbit. The 6U cube 
satellite has been developed by the Satellite Applications Catapult, Horizon Technologies, the UK Space Agency 
and was designed and built by AAC Clyde Space.  

The cutting-edge satellite is designed for communication missions and carries Horizon Space Technologies’ 
AMBER Payload, dedicated to delivering Maritime Domain Awareness intelligence data. It is highly integrated 
and utilizes in-built precision engineered avionics with decades of heritage from AAC Clyde Spaces widely used 
subsystems. 

IOD-3 Amber will be able to locate and track vessels worldwide by geolocating and demodulating RF signals in 
a system that can be used to fight piracy, illegal trans-shipments, illegal fishing, and refugee smuggling, but can 
also be used for other purposes such as detecting and tracking a variety of RF emitters. The satellite will be the 
first of more than twenty in Horizon’s planned Amber constellation. 

 “The whole team at Horizon Technologies applauds this critical step in our path to orbit.  We have been 
working closely with AAC Clyde Space and the Satellite Applications Catapult for many months now, and it’s 
great to see that our customers are now closer to receiving the unique dataset from the Amber™ 
constellation,” says John Beckner, CEO of Horizon Technologies 

“This inaugural launch illustrates the strength of the UK space industry, placing several domestically developed 
cutting edge small satellites into orbit. AAC Clyde Space is proud to have a central role in the UK's development 
of a sustainable, commercial small satellite launch market,” says AAC Clyde Space CEO Luis Gomes. 

“Glasgow is a global hub of small satellite manufacturing, pioneered by companies like AAC Clyde Space and 
supported by a thriving sector across the country. We’re building a sustainable, commercial launch market to 
give these companies access to space from UK soil and catalyse investment from all over the world. As we 
countdown to the first launch from Spaceport Cornwall, it’s very encouraging and exciting to see British-built 
satellites, including IOD-3 Amber, beginning their journey to orbit from the UK,” says Ian Annett, Deputy CEO 
of the UK Space Agency. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Please visit: www.aac-clyde.space or contact: 
CEO Luis Gomes investor@aac-clydespace.com 
CFO Mats Thideman, investor@aac-clydespace.com, mobile +46 70 556 09 73 

ABOUT AAC CLYDE SPACE 
AAC Clyde Space specialises in small satellite technologies and services that enable businesses, governments 
and educational organisations to access high-quality, timely data from space. Its growing capabilities bring 
together three divisions: 

Space Data as a Service – delivering data from space directly to customers 
Space missions – turnkey solutions that empower customers to streamline their space missions  
Space products and components – a full range of off-the-shelf and tailor-made subsystems, components and 
sensors 

AAC Clyde Space aims to become a world leader in commercial small satellites and services from space, 
applying advances in its technology to tackle global challenges and improve our life on Earth.  

The Group’s main operations are located in Sweden, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, South Africa and 
the USA, with partner networks in Japan and South Korea. 

AAC Clyde Space’s shares are traded on Nasdaq First North Premier Stockholm. Erik Penser Bank AB is the 
Certified Adviser. The share is also traded on the US OTCQX- market under the symbol ACCMF. 
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